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APEX 2013 INSTALLATION GUIDE

This document describes how to install APEX 2013 optical analysis software, a product of Breault 
Research Organization, Inc (BRO). APEX is an add-in to SolidWorks®. If you read through the 
instructions before beginning and then follow the steps, the installation should proceed smoothly. If 
you have questions or issues that are not covered about installation, please contact BRO Technical 
Customer Service before proceeding. See Contact and Legal Information on page 2.

Suppor ted  operat ing  systems

Before inserting the installation media, read the media label and confirm that your operating system 
matches one of the operating systems listed on the media label. 

NOTE APEX supports only those 64-bit operating systems that are listed in 
Table 1. Home or Starter editions are not supported.

Suppor ted  graph ics  card  and Sent ine l  dr iver

To assure your system has a supported graphics card for APEX, review the list for SolidWorks at:

http://www.solidworks.com/sw/support/videocardtesting.html

Customers with a Network License must also update the Sentinel driver on their license server. The 
driver may be installed by downloading it from the Sentinel web site:

http://www.safenet-inc.com/support-downloads/sentinel-drivers/

Table 1 Operating systems (OS) supported by APEX 2013

64-Bit OS

Windows Vista:
Business, Ultimate, and 
Enterprise

Windows 7: 
Professional, Ultimate, and 
Enterprise
Supported operating systems  5
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Before  insta l l ing  APEX -  Impor tant  Steps

Before installing APEX, follow these easy steps:

1 Since APEX 2013 is an add-in to SolidWorks, verify that SolidWorks is installed on your 

system before installing APEX. The SolidWorks icon,  should be visible on 

your desktop, or the program name should be on the Start menu.

NOTE APEX supports the current major release of SolidWorks as well as the 
immediately previous major release at the time of the APEX release. Beta 
versions of SolidWorks are not supported.

2 Verify that your APEX hardware key is NOT attached to your computer. 

3 Uninstall previous versions of APEX, if you have any installed.

NOTE Some antivirus software may prevent APEX from installing and/or functioning 
correctly.
6  Before installing APEX - Important Steps
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Ins ta l l ing  APEX

1 Insert the installation media into your DVD drive after confirming it matches your 

operating system.

a If the APEX Autoplay window does not automatically display, double-click 

APEX_Installation_Manager.exe on the DVD drive in Windows Explorer.

b If the Autoplay window displays, click START INSTALLATION. See Figure 1.

3 Allow Windows to install APEX:

a Windows 7 and Vista users: If the User Account Control dialog box is displayed, click Yes.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       Figure 1 Example of APEX autoplay window 
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After a brief delay, the APEX Installation Manager is launched and the Welcome page is displayed. 
See Figure 2.

Figure 2 APEX Installation Manager - Welcome page
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3 Click Next on the Installation Manager Welcome page. Follow the prompts or click the 

appropriate button on each page. A status bar indicates progress. Once the bar reaches 

the halfway point, the installation usually proceeds quickly. Please allow the process to 

complete. See Figure 3.

Figure 3 APEX installation in progress
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4 When the installation is complete, click View APEX Release Notes to view descriptions 

of new and enhanced features as well as resolved issues. See Figure 4. 

Figure 4 Completed installation page

5 Click Close to exit the InstallShield Wizard.

NOTE During installation, APEX stores its Optical Parts in a folder under, 
C:\ProgramData\SolidWorks\SolidWorks 2013\design library\. If you are 
using an earlier version of SolidWorks than 2013, be sure to add this path 
under Tools, Options, File Locations, Design Library to have access to all the 
latest parts.
10  Installing APEX
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Ins ta l l ing  the  hardware  and sof tware  keys

BRO includes a hardware key in the APEX shipment for new users to provide a unique identification 
number for authorizing software use. If you are using a network server, the hardware key for a 
network server license is installed only on the network server.

NOTES You may install APEX on multiple machines. However, for APEX to 
launch successfully on any machine on which it is installed, you must attach 
your hardware key to the USB port of the local computer or, in the case of a 
network license, the network server.

1 Confirm that your computer system date is set correctly. If it is not correct, the keys could 

fail.

2 Plug the hardware key into the USB connector of your computer or into the network 

server if you have a network license.

3 Locate and open the email message from BRO to the licensed APEX user that includes 

APEX software keys. These unique keys are associated with the USB hardware key, and 

authorize your use of APEX.

a Select and copy the key string in the email to the Windows Clipboard (Ctrl-C). Note: You will 

import this key string after completing a few more steps.

4 Start SolidWorks.

NOTE Some antivirus software may prevent APEX from installing and/or functioning 
correctly.
Installing the hardware and software keys  11
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5 The APEX License Failure dialog box is displayed, as shown in Figure 5. This message 

is not indicating a problem; it simply means that the software keys are not imported at this 

point. Click No to proceed. 

Figure 5 APEX License Failure dialog box - click No to proceed
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6 To install or update your unique BRO software license keys:

a Open the SolidWorks Help menu, scroll down to the APEX section, and click APEX License 

Administration. See Figure 6.

Figure 6 Importing license key

b Click Import Key From Clipboard to paste the key string, which you copied to the Clipboard 

earlier, onto the APEX License Administrator. The keys are automatically entered on the APEX 

License Administrator. Close this dialog box. 

c If you are using a network license, enter the name of the server, under License Server, that has 

the APEX hardware key attached to it, and click Save and Verify Server. A message is 

displayed if APEX is ready to use. The hardware key must be attached to the license server so 

that APEX can access the network license.
Installing the hardware and software keys  13
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4 Exit SolidWorks and restart it before attempting to use APEX. This restart registers the 

license keys. The SolidWorks window is displayed. See Figure 7.

Figure 7 SolidWorks window on first launch
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5 Confirm that APEX is installed as an add-in to SolidWorks by clicking Tools, Add-Ins on 

the SolidWorks menu bar. See Figure 8.

Figure 8 SolidWorks Add-In list, including APEX

NOTE During installation, APEX stores its Optical Parts in a folder under, 
C:\ProgramData\SolidWorks\SolidWorks 2013\design library\. If you are 
using an earlier version of SolidWorks than 2013, be sure to add this path 
under Tools, Options, File Locations, Design Library to have access to all the 
latest parts.

Installation of the hardware and software keys is complete. APEX is now ready for your use in SolidWorks.
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